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“Cardiac surgery in the early twentieth century had begun to develop several life-saving 

operations. With the advent of vascular techniques and refined tools, quite a few advances had 

been made—repair of coarctation, the Blalock-Taussig shunt for Tetralogy of Fallot, mitral valve 

fracture and many others. Hypothermia and inflow occlusion were the mainstay of operating 

inside the heart for a few minutes. In September of 1952, Lewis and his colleagues at the 

University of Minnesota closed an atrial septal defect on a 5-year-old patient with this 

technique. The advent of modern cardiac surgery began in May of 1953 when Dr. John Gibbon 

corrected an atrial septal defect in a young woman at Jefferson Hospital in Philadelphia with 

the assistance of a true heart-lung machine. This was the culmination of experimental 

successes and failures, and a collaboration between clinicians, scientists, and engineers from 

the previous decade.” -Rohinton J. Morris, MD 

 

You have been asked to sit on an expert panel during a state perfusion meeting debating 

and discussing the most influential moments in cardiac surgery’s history.  From a 

perfusion viewpoint, your goal is to develop an argument for one technology, innovation, 

or procedure that had the most impact on our field and how we care for our patients.  

This is a chance to shine a spotlight on specifics from our field that many in the operating 

suites may take for granted.  While this is an argument and your opinion, it is important to 

reinforce your opinion with data and cite sources that backup your claims. 

 

Winning scholarships will be awarded $1000.  More than one scholarship may be awarded 

at the discretion of the review committee.  

 

The scholarship recipient will be acknowledged at the 2023 WPS meeting and we strongly 

encourage that they present an essay synopsis via pre-recorded zoom presentation or in 

person during the meeting which will be held in-person at the Concourse Hotel in 

Madison, WI on the weekend of April 14-16. 
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Requirements:  

  

• Applicants must be a current student in an accredited perfusion program and not 

currently employed as a Perfusionist.  A testimonial from the program director 

verifying status must be signed on the essay submission form.  

• Essays must be typed and submitted in MS Word.  

• Essays must be more than 500 words.  References cited do not count toward total 

word count.  

• Applicants are encouraged to cite references.  

• Please do not reference your educational program within the body of the essay  

• Deadline for essay submission is April 2, 2023.  

• Essay, application form with program director testimonial must be sent 

to cbuss@uwhealth.org.  

• Winning applicants will be notified by April 7, 2023 and recognized at the meeting 

April 14-16, 2023.  

• Winning applicants will be recognized on the WPS website.  Please 

see www.wisperfusion.org for meeting information.  

• Incomplete applications will not be accepted for review, no exceptions.  
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2023 WPS Scholarship Essay Application Form 

  

  

  

Applicant Name:______________________________  

  

Street Address:________________________________  

  

City, State, Zip:________________________________  

  

e-mail Address:________________________________  

  

Perfusion Program:_____________________________  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Program Director Testimonial  

  

  

I, (program director name) ___________________________ verify that   

  

(student name) __________________________ is a Perfusion student in   

  

good standing at the (name of school) ______________________________  

  

  

_________________________________________  

Program director signature                       Date  

  

 

 

 

 


